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among the reduced number of reigning houses.
These bold condottieri, whether in search of adven-
ture, of booty, or of a marriage portion and ease,
had little but their wits to rely upon. Christopher
of Oldenburg, for example, possessed as his whole
patrimony an old convent He had attracted
around him, however, a band of devoted troops,
free lances, willing to follow wherever he led :
men without fatherland, faith, or ideal, the scum
of all lands, whose desire was bloodshed and booty,
and whose sole religion was obedience to their
chosen captain. Christopher of Oldenburg was not
an ordinary chief. With the military courage of a
condottiere he combined a bright intellect and a mind
of real elevation. He was well educated and well
read. A copy of Homer accompanied him in all his
adventures ; his passionate desire was to be a hero of
romance. This was the kind of instrument Wullen-
weber required ; the man who could realize, appreciate,
and help to carry out his bold designs. And these
were, in a word, to put the Hansa in possession of the
Sound. Possessing this advantage, with two obedient
monarchs upon the respective thrones of Denmark
and Sweden, and enjoining the moral and material
support of the English king, the League would once
more be as in the days of its greatest glory.

So reasoned Wullenweber, and not without reason.
But he was too ambitious, or, at any rate, too bold.
He had not reckoned with the apathy and the
economic egotism that dictated the policy of the
sister towns. He was to play a dangerous game.
He staked his all and he lost.